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Shibaura Institute of Technology
Library

proudly supports the

K. International School Tokyo
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-expanding minds, building dreams-
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For the career placement, | was tasked to suggest how Shibaura Institute of Technology could increase the rate of
student applications both from Japanese schools and international schools in Japan and to present the findings in a
presentation. Basically, on the first day, | went on a tour around the school and observed what was missing and could
be improved, such as to improve the amount of bilingual text in the websites so they would understand more about what
the school was all about and thus, be more comfortable as they would know more and thus have a better grasp on the
school policies. Then | came up with ideas that could be used for the presentation. On the second day, | summarized all
my findings in an 8-minute presentation in front of school staff and fellow classmates, of course while adding vital last-
minute changes to the presentation.

| have learnt quite a few things during my internship. Firstly, | learnt to try to interact with people more than usual. Even
though | came up with some ideas that could have been sufficient for the presentation, without the help and suggestions
from the student staff present at the time | would not have come up with most of the content in my presentation.
Secondly, | learnt that | should try to ask whenever | needed help. Before this, when | needed help, | would usually not
ask for it and try to solve it myself. Granted, it gave me essential problem-solving skills needed for school, but when |
really needed it, | would find myself stuck. During the internship, | realized that | would have to gather help if | were to
deliver this presentation successfully, and thus taught me that asking for help in problems is not so bad to do.

| would use what | have learnt by trying to apply the same in school. For exampte, | might try to socialize more to further
improve my relationships with fellow classmates and try to get help for problems | don't really know how to solve.

My advice to future participants would be this: Don't be afraid to do whatever you have to do if it is necessary. A simple
but strong will to do makes a very effective and weli-disciplined person.

Junya

For my career experience, | went to Shibaura Institute of Technology, Toyosu campus. This university is focused on
machines, architecture and also science. | worked at the library which was on the 8th floor for two days.

On the first day, my supervisor showed me around the library and gave a brief explanation of what their job is. Also, |
got to know the history of libraries. After lunch, our supervisor took us around the campus and we saw classrooms, the
atelier and some labs. Also, | learned how new books from stores are labeled, stamped and film coated. | tried to film
coat some books, but it was much more difficult than | thought it would be.

On the 2nd morning, | worked at the counter, scanning the books students want to borrow or return. Also, | helped
arranging the books back into the shelves. After lunch, | worked on creating a poster of a novel | had chosen. | tried my

best to make the poster neat and design it well, so people will want to read the book. All of the jobs | experienced were
very interesting and this placement was a good experience for me.

In this career experience, | learned that in real life, all jobs are very hard. Before going to the library, | honestly thought
that the job was easy. However, all of the librarians had different things to do and, looking at how they are working, my
perspective changed. Even the counter work, which | thought was simple, had a lot of steps and it was hard for me to
remember all of the steps and complete the job quickly.

During the two days in university, | had many opportunities to talk with the university students. When talking with
university students, and | got some advice from them. They told me that when | go to university, | should study about
what | am interested in. Getting this advice was very useful and it was fun overall. For future participants, | think for
some people the career experience will be challenging, but by trying your best in this event, there will be a lot of new
things to learn that will be useful in your life.

Preston

For my placement, | went to the Shibaura Institute of Technology, where | went for a librarian job. Following staff
directions, | entered the library, got the staff uniform, a name tag, and a guide, who is a master’s student there and also
works part-time in the library and was able to speak Japanese & English (which was helpful).

Things went easier with a guide. | met the staff members then they took me to visit the main continents of the library. |
was introduced to the books and magazines in different categories and how they were organized.

To be noted, the organization of the library was very impressive. With about 150000 books stored, the users can find a
book they need in seconds, as all books were placed in order and recorded, even their placement on the shelf. The
efforts made by those librarians apparently eased the difficulty of researching, and | have noticed the substantial
contribution their work gives to others.

For the afternoon of the first day, and the second day, | made my attempt in the real works. | covered books with thin
plastic to preserve it from damage, | did the counter job (dealing with the students borrowing and returning books), |
distributed the returned books to where they belong to in the shelves, and | made recommendation cards for a book |
picked on the first day, which was the screenplay of The Matrix.

| really enjoyed the part where | sat at the counter scanning books in and out and then gave the book back to the

students who made the demands, and their bizarre way of watching me working. The interesting thing was, that even
though the pressures brought by the "library users" are real, the sense of excitement brought by successfully meeting
the expectations of others, were also real. Frankly, | was pretty nervous on the first try, but then | adapted what | was
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Learning for life

THANK YOU!

for your support with

- expanding minds and building dreams -

through the KIST Career Experience Program

| hope that reading about the students’ experiences brings as
much pride to you as it did to me! | look forward to working

with you next year as well.

Sincerely,

-
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